TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF APRIL 10, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Gaskell, King, Colvin, King, Scott and Parker

Absent:  Thompson

Audience:  3 

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Agenda.  Add minutes of March 13th for approval.

3. Motion by Elbert and seconded to approve minutes of March 13, 2007 carried 6-0.  Motion by Colvin and seconded to approve minutes of March 27, 2007 carried 6-0.

4. Communications.  There were none.

5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

6. Review of Summary Page.  The summary had been approved at the previous meeting.  This was the corrected copy.

7. Review of Land Use Plan and Maps.  From the audience, Alan Martel reviewed his letter dated April 4, 2007 with the commission stating his recommendations to the Land Use Plan.  At the conclusion, each commission member had an opportunity to reply.  King felt that the controversial items had been discussed and rewritten with the consensus of the Commission.  Other negative responses were addressed and the public seemed to be satisfied with the changes.  Discussion continued with the comment from the audience that the public has had an opportunity to come to meetings and speak about this issue and they don’t show up.  People want government to take care of the issues, and when it affects them, then you will hear from them.  There is not much you can do about it.  The Commission needs to do the best they can with the Plan and put it out for Public Hearing.

Sullivan passed out copies of the maps to be included in the plan and briefly reviewed each with the commission.  One question he wanted answered is whether to include a map with property boundaries drawn in.  He points out how that map appears cluttered, but wanted to give them an opportunity to include it.  Elbert asked the question of whether to add a star to the property at Nichols Rd.  Sullivan felt it was not necessary, because his understanding was that the purpose of the starred properties and the descriptions given was to identify properties that were both zoned commercial and being used as commercial property.  After discussion, it was agreed to add this parcel and the commercial parcel adjacent to Peterson’s to the legal description page.  Briggs will send the legal descriptions of the parcels with stars, meaning those commercially zoned parcels being used as commercial, as well as the two other adjacent properties zoned commercial, but not being used as commercial, to Sullivan to add to the Plan.  

Next, the size of the page used for the maps is discussed.  It was decided to use 8 ½ “ x 11” for the plan and a full sized set for the wall.  There is a motion by Elbert and seconded to release the Land Use Plan with tonight’s additions for Public Hearing on June 12, 2007.  Motion carries 6-0.  The Plan can be found on the Township Web page @torchlaketownship.org.

8. Postponed

9. Concerns of the Commission.  From Scott, FYI, there is an effort in Lansing for consolidating townships and consolidating school districts.  From Colvin, FYI, Great Lakes Energy has a state effort to charge $6 per customer tax to educate the consumer on green energy.  From Sullivan, Torch Bay Marine clean up looks good.  Perhaps send a township representative with the site plan to discuss the plan with the new owner.

10. Concerns of the Public.  Martel closes by stating that people’s property is important.  He will bring his concerns to the Public Hearing and he hopes to bring other concerned citizens as well.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary    

